
HOLY SPIRIT BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
4815 5TH AVENUE, PITTSBURGH PA 15213  (412)  687-1220

SUNDAY,  AUGUST  28,  2022

TWELFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST
            

AT THE DIVINE LITURGY TODAY… The Apostle Paul instructs the Corinthians that belief in Christ's 
resurrection is essential to being part of God's Kingdom.  Jesus calls all of us to follow after Himself and to 
strive for perfection in order to be worthy of participating in His Eternal Life.  Our gospel's rich young man was 
unwilling to do this as other things were more important to him.  In following Jesus, we must work in order to 
attain eternal life.

UNIONTOWN PILGRIMAGE:

The 88th Annual Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help at Mt. St. Macrina in Uniontown, PA, will take 
place Friday evening September 2 through Monday morning September 5 (Labor Day weekend). 

S  UNDAY LITURGY TIME SWITCH:   The Sunday Divine Liturgy will resume it’s Fall-Spring time of 11:00 AM on 
September 11.  Please don’t miss the switch!

YOUTH EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Catechism classes will be offered two Tuesdays a month starting at the end of September. This is open to all 
youth in grades Kindergarten through 12. This is a valuable opportunity to enrich the lives of our children, 
whether they are at a public school that does not teach religion, or at a Catholic school that does not understand 
what makes our tradition unique. Please stay tuned for more details. If you are interested in volunteering, please 
contact Fr. Michael.

PARISH DIRECTORY ~ LAST CALL! If you wish to be included, please be sure to fill out the form in the 
back (Narthex) of the church before September 12. You can submit forms to Fr. Michael or Pani Janine. 
Families who have submitted already are listed at the back of the bulletin.

       SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sunday, August 28: 8am Confessions

9am Divine Liturgy for the deceased Dr. Stephen M. Yovino,

by Stephanie Yovino and the Ellsworth Family

4:30pm Confessions 5:30pm Divine Liturgy

Monday, August 29: 9am 1st and 3rd Hour

5pm Confessions, 6pm Divine Liturgy for the Beheading of St. John the Baptist

Friday, September 2: 9am 1st and 3rd Hour ~ 4:30pm Confessions, 5:30pm Vespers

Uniontown Pilgrimage Begins

Saturday, September 3: 8am Confessions, 9am Divine Liturgy for the Intentions of the Parish

Sunday, September 4: Last 9am Sunday Liturgy until Spring ~ 8am Confessions

9am Divine Liturgy for Charles Bacasa, by Gerald and Alexandria Bacasa

Uniontown Pilgrimage ~ Fr. Michael will be leaving immediately after Liturgy.

4:30pm Confessions 5:30pm Divine Liturgy

Confessions are available before Divine Liturgy. All divine liturgies are open for intentions. Call the 
office or fill out the request form in the back of church and leave it in the sacristy.
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Administrator: Reverend Michael D Kunitz

Holy Spirit Rectory

4815 5th Ave, Pittsburgh PA 15213

(412) 687-1220

FrMichaelKunitz@gmail.com

Email: holyspiritinformation@gmail.com

Website –  holyspiritbyzcath.com

Cantor:  Julia Revilak and Family

Altar Servers:  Sdn . Raphael Ruggiero

Angelino and Emanuel Revilak



EPISTLE:  I Corinthians 15:  1-11 (Section 153)

Brethren, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and in which you stand firm.  
You are being saved by it at this very moment if you hold fast to it as I preached it to you.  Otherwise you have believed 
in vain.  I handed on to you first of all what I myself received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures; that he was buried and, in accordance with the Scriptures, rose on the third day; that he was seen by Cephas, 
then by the Twelve.  After that he was seen by five hundred brothers at once, most of whom are still alive, although some 
have fallen asleep.  Next he was seen by James; then by all the apostles.  Last of all he was seen by me, as one born out of 
the normal course.  I am the least of the apostles; in fact, because I persecuted the church of God, I do not even deserve 
the name.  But by God's favor I am what I am.  This favor of his to me has not prove fruitless.  Indeed, I have worked 
harder than all the others, not on my own but through the favor of God.  In any case, whether it be I or they, this is what 
we preach and this is what you believed.

~~~~~The Corinthians are told by the Holy Apostle Paul in this passage from his first letter addressed to their community 
that the foundation of their faith must be the risen Lord Jesus.  Paul reminds them that the gospel's central message is that 
Jesus, Who is the Christ – the Messiah – died for the sins of humanity and then rose victoriously from the grave on the 
third day, just as the scriptures had foretold.  Jesus was seen by many people after His resurrection; in fact, He even chose 
to appear to Paul and to designate him to be an apostle (a messenger of the "good news").  The core element of the entire 
gospel message is the very fact of the physical resurrection.  As an appointed apostle, Paul continues to preach this 
salvific message about the resurrected Jesus, for it is the resurrection event itself that paves the way for our being granted 
an Eternal Life.  All those who accept Christ and believe in His bodily resurrection have been given the assurance of 
attaining that salvation which Jesus thus achieved through His redemptive acts performed for all of us.

GOSPEL: Matthew 19: 16-26 (Section 92)

Now someone approached him and said, “Teacher, what good must I do to gain eternal life?”
He answered him, “Why do you ask me about the good? There is only One who is good. If you wish to enter into 

life, keep the commandments.”
He asked him, “Which ones?” 
And Jesus replied, “ ‘You shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear false

witness; honor your father and your mother’; and ‘you shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”
The young man said to him, “All of these I have observed. What do I still lack?”
Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to [the] poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
When the young man heard this statement, he went away sad, for he had many possessions. Then Jesus said to his

disciples, “Amen, I say to you, it will be hard for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I say to you, it is 
easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and said, “Who then can be saved?”
Jesus looked at them and said, “For human beings this is impossible, but for God all things are possible.”

~~~~~This pericope which is taken from the Holy Evangelist Matthew's gospel deals with a young man who questioned 
Jesus about the requirements that are necessary for attaining Eternal Life.  Our Lord tells him that if he wants to be good, 
he must keep the commandments as the law stipulates.  Jesus then summarizes the Decalogue, that is the Ten 
Commandments.  This individual retorts, however, that he has kept carefully all of these mandates throughout his lifetime.
And yet he asks Jesus about what is still missing.  It is precisely here that Jesus challenges him to go beyond the keeping 
of the commandments in a purely legalistic way.  Our Lord tells him that if he wants to be perfect, he must give up all that
he possesses, and then he must follow after Jesus.  The young man was crushed by this response, for he was extremely 
wealthy, and his riches were apparently more valuable to him than the requisites set forth by Jesus.  When the disciples 
heard Jesus' statements, they wanted to know who then could possibly be saved.  Our Lord explained to them that no one 
could be saved by mere humans; but only by faith and trust in God could salvation be achieved.  Anyone who desires to 
attain eternal life must respond to the call of the Lord and then follow after Jesus. 



THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – THE RICH YOUNG MAN

Matthew 19: 16-26   Bible Reflection by Helenanne Hochendoner, MAT

Matthew, in this narrative, provides lessons about discipleship and eternal life. In this story Our Lord is 
approached by a rich, young man.  This man has a remarkably interesting question to ask Jesus.  I imagine this question is 
one all Christians have pondered and possibly would like to ask Christ too.  This is the question – “What good must I do 
to gain eternal life?”  In other words, give us the formula.  With that we would feel secure as we walk life’s path.  

Now, it is a rather benign question to ask the Lord and one we may believe should get a direct response.  But as 
we know, Jesus surprises as he teaches us.  So, let us begin to unpack this young man’s question.  There are three words 
that stand out in this sentence, good, I, and gain.  First, let us look at good.  Jesus responds to his question with one of his 
own.  “Why do you talk to me about good?  There is only One who is good.”  What is Jesus getting at?  I believe He is 
telling this young man who he is – God.   One of God’s divine attributes is good, which therefore makes God the Good.  
Who should be asked about goodness except Goodness itself, our God?  Who is our God and Lord?  Jesus Christ is. 

Second, the young man uses the word I, meaning me.  He asks what HE can do to gain eternal life, thus making 
himself the authority on his salvation, not God.  In other words, I can save myself.  This leads to the third word in this 
sentence that is significant – gain.  Merit and my works will win me eternal life.  As Jesus goes on to tell us, that is not so.
It is God who will give us eternal life because it is a gift, that he graciously extends to us.      

Jesus goes on to answer his question.  “Keep the commandments.”  Now, it really gets interesting.  The man 
responds – “which ones?”  This leads to a few questions.  From the young man’s response, we can assume he knows there
are ten commandments.  He is rich male Jew, which means he is knowledgeable of Jewish Scripture and has time to study 
it.  He would know God himself gave all ten commandments at one time from Mt Sinai.  Why would God have any 
favorites or a list from the most important to the least important commandment?  However, Jesus responds by listing five. 
Do not kill, commit adultery, steal, do not lie about your neighbor, and honor your father and mother.  Then our Lord goes
on to turn the conversation on its head.  He stops quoting commandments and refers to a specific Scriptural verse.  “Love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18).  Now, why would Jesus say this?  It is notable Jesus refers to 
commandments that speak specifically on how to treat others.  No one wants to be murdered, stolen from, lied about, have
their marital bed dishonored, and be the parents of recalcitrant, rebellious, and disrespectful children.  Then Jesus goes on 
to sum up as they say and tell the young man what has become a central commandment in Christianity, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  This one sentence tells us how we are to treat others.  Jesus has tied his choice of commandments 
to the verse about one’s neighbor.  When we love and love for love’s sake and no other reason, or without conditions, you 
are acting in the way God has directed us and how God treats humankind.  Regardless of who and what we are, he loves 
us, and this is verified at the end of every liturgy, “He is gracious and loves us all.”   We are doing what he has asked us to
do when we imitate him by loving our neighbor in the way we are able to do so.       

Well, the conversation continues between the young man and Jesus.  “All these I have observed.”  Notice Jesus 
does not argue with him.  Does this mean he has never broken a commandment?  We do not know.  Our Lord neither 
denies nor affirms this young man’s statement.  Scholars have made comment about his response.  Some have seen pride 
in this young man’s declaration.  However, it is hard to judge because he asks the Lord a question which shows he is 
aware something is missing in his devotional life and wants more.  “What do I still lack?” Jesus answers, “Go… sell what 
you possess…give to the poor…come, follow me.”  Our Lord asks him to make a choice, here and now. 

The young man could not do this.  He is rich and has many possessions.  But he knows he is leaving something 
wonderful behind.  He goes away “sad.”  

Jesus is pointing out “love your neighbor” in action.  Give what you can to others.  This is the epitome, the 
essence of love your neighbor and a reflection of God in us.  Our Lord makes a comment as he watches the rich young 
man walk away.  “It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than one who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.”  This astonishes the disciples.  They ask him, “Who then can be saved?”  Now, what can the disciples mean?  Why 
would they ask this question?  

Jewish belief in antiquity associated wealth and prosperity with God’s favor.  Those that God preferred had these 
blessings bestowed on them.  It would then be natural to believe those who are rich easily enter God’s Kingdom. This is 
the reason Jesus’ statement about a camel going through the eye of a needle is easier than a rich man to enter the Kingdom
is so astonishing to them.  If those who God favors cannot get into the Kingdom, who can?  Jesus reassures their fears.  
“With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  In other words, we cannot inherit the Kingdom on 
our own.  This is impossible.  St. Paul tells us why in his letter to the Romans, “All…are under the power of sin” (3:9) and
we inherit “death through sin” (5:12). So, Jesus is saying what humankind cannot do for itself, God can do and did.  St. 
Paul tells how.  “At the right time Christ died for the ungodly….God shows his love for us in that when we were yet 



sinners Christ died for us…[and so] we also rejoice in God though our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received our reconciliation” (Romans 5:6-11).

Now, our practical and outspoken Peter steps out to ask the Lord a question, which surely is on all the disciples’ 
minds.  “We have left everything and followed you.  What shall we have?”  Jesus promises a wonderful gift not only to 
his faithful disciples who walked the earth with him, but to us too.  “You who have followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And everyone who has left houses, or brothers or sisters or fathers or mother 
or children or lands, for my namesake, will receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.”  

What a great and wonderful promise.  Anything and all that we have given up for the Lord he will remember.  
Indeed, we shall receive so much more than what we gave up for him.  We shall have the greatest gift God can give us, 
eternal life.        

This narrative gives several points of reflection.  What do I have and can give up for love of neighbor 
and God?  Remember, this does not have to be about money.  What gifts or abilities do I have that I can give in 
service to others?  What stops me from giving this “love” to my neighbor?

HOLY SPIRIT NAMED THE CENTER OF UNIVERSITY OUTREACH

Metropolitan Skurla has decided that Holy Spirit, in addition to its regular status as our home parish, will also be the 
location of the “university parish,” through which the Archeparchy will seek to fulfill the spiritual needs of Byzantine 
Catholic College and University students. This initiative will be funded by the Archeparchy (not the parish). It is led by 
Fr. David Abernathy, with Fr. Michael and Fr. Miron Kerul-Kmec Jr. serving as chaplains. There will be adjustments to 
our weekday Liturgical schedule to accommodate additional services for the students, which regular parishioners are 
welcome to attend. We look forward to this great opportunity to share our rich faith and tradition with the community.

OPENING LITURGY FOR THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

We will formally welcome local students at our regularly scheduled Feast Day Divine Liturgy at 6pm on 
Wednesday, September 14. A reception will follow, and parishioners are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

ECUMENICAL SERVICE…… On September 17 we will host an ecumenical prayer service for an end to the 
conflict in Ukraine.  We will process around the church while praying the Akathist to the Precious and 
Lifegiving Cross.

9am: welcome, brief description of service
9:30am: service and procession
10am: optional light fellowship after the service concludes

ADULT  ECF  OPPORTUNITY…...On September 17 at 1pm we will host our next Eastern Christian 
Formation lecture at the Holy Spirit Parish Hall. The topic is “Preparing for Death the Byzantine Way.” Fr. 
Michael strongly urges everyone to attend.  Death is a critical part of our earthly and spiritual journey, and we 
should take care not to rush our preparation.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS: Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of 
our Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care.  Help them to grow in 
humility, meekness and prudence.  Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls.  May their hearts be filled with the
gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere
think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse of Christ.  May they become exemplars of generosity and 
detachment from the things of this world.  But above all, O Venerable Patrons, help them to truly know, love 
and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, Whose priests they aspire to be.  Amen. 
St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the 
Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou,  O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of 
God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen

PARISH DIRECTORY SUBMISSIONS SO FAR: Bacasa (Joseph, Gerald, and families), Carr, Dzurichko, 
Fello, Hays Tedder, Mackin, Meredith, Munizza, Revilak (Milan Sr., Milan Jr., Zuzana, Julia, and families), 
Ruggiero, Walicki, Warhola, Yuhaschek


